Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association

Regular Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2004

PCFD #5 – Gig Harbor

1. Call to Order
The May 6, 2004 meeting of the Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association was called to order by President Paul Webb 9:00 a.m.  Those in attendance were: Kenneth Helgerson, McChord FD; John Harris, McChord FD; Curt Vandver, Puyallup FD; Kelvin Johnson, Puyallup FD; Jeff Jensen, Tacoma FD; Paul Webb, PCFD #2; Rick Bleecker, PCFD #3; Marv Cole, PCFD #3; Stephen Murphy, PCFD #3; Bob Black, PCFD #5; Eric Watson, PCFD #5; Ron Hiraki, PCFD #5; Erik Pearson, PCFD #5; Paul Berlin, PCFD #5; Tracy Lyon, PCFD #5; Jack Andren, PCFD #6; Doug Willis, PCFD #6; Gary McVay, PCFD 313; Andy McAfee, PCFD #14; Bob Vellias, PCFD #17; Gary Franz, PCFD #21;Garry Olson, PCFD #23; Steve Bailey, PCDEM; Ed Reed, PCDEM; Wayne Wienholz, PCFPB; Dic Gribbon, PSCAA; Norma Pancake, PCEMS;  Donna Keeler, ARC; Al Filmore, ARC; Chuck King, SFMO and Recorder Denise Menge.

2. Flag Salute
Bob Black led the flag salute.

Paul Webb stated he is wearing his Guatamala uniform today.  He did a presentation on his trip to Guatamala last night for the rotary for cinco de mayo.

3. Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the April 1, 2004 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. Treasurer’s Report
Bob Black reported we began the month of April with $8,161.60, brought in $300.84 and spent $190.63 for an ending balance of $8,271.81.  It was moved and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.

Bob Black distributed handouts and flyers for the annual fundraiser.  August 6th at Horseshoe Lake Golf Course is the date and location of the Annual Golf Tournament.

5. Correspondence
Nothing at this time.

Introductions were made around the room at this time.

6. Guest Speaker
The guest speaker is not present yet.  President Webb stated we will continue on with the agenda until the Guest Speaker arrives.

Rick Bleecker suggested we acknowledge the sponsors after the golf tournament so as to keep the ones we have in the future.  President Webb stated that those who contact and arrange for vendors to sponsor the golf tournament will also be responsible for acknowledgement letters to those vendors.

7. American Red Cross
Alan Filmore reported in April they helped four (4) families.  They had three (3) incidents within 72 hours.  There were a total of fifteen individuals – three children and twelve adults.  He encouraged everyone to feel free to call when they respond to calls and have families with immediate needs.

8. Department of Emergency Management
Steve Bailey reported on Homeland Security.  The process continues to move ahead.  An awareness level training e-mail was forwarded by Recorder Menge.  It is important to understand that it is required by the ODP grant to get First Responders through the awareness training.  For more information, please call 798-7470.  Future funding hinges on this training.  Equipment is being stored in the warehouse in Tacoma.  See Jack Andren, Tim Pierce, Merle Frank, Reggie Romines or Jeff Jenson if you have any questions.  There will be heightened awareness between Memorial Day and the inauguration.  It is being looked at taking the Pierce Responder program nation-wide.

Steve Bailey reported there have been long discussions with Tacoma on building a new regional emergency operations center.  Thanks to Jeff Jenson and Chief Lewis for all of their work on this as well as the people of Tacoma for making this a reality.

2004 grant monies have been allocated.  1.2 million dollars for equipment has been prioritized and half a million more for continued training.  The new NIMS system is close to being adopted which will require more training.  The law will mandate training.  Exercise continues to do great things.  They have a three-year plan appropriated funds for agency involvement.

Steve Murphy stated he is sitting on the training and exercising committee.  Gave everyone a heads up on finalizing a workshop in August.  It looks like it will be held on the 12th at the Fort Lewis NCO club.  The morning portion will be educational and the afternoon will be static displays and vendors.  Flyers will be coming out soon.

Paul Webb stated the 2004 grant process has gone quickly. We will be holding a short Executive Board meeting following this meeting.  The process is beginning to smooth out and we need to be thinking about the 2005 grant.  Paul thanked everyone who has been helping out with this process.  If anyone has any questions, please contact himself, Jack Andren, Merle Frank or Steve Bailey.

Kelvin Johnson stated the awareness classes are multi-discipline and the hope is to start working relationships with others that we don’t normally work with, etc.  Thanks to Judy Harmon for getting the information out, she is doing a great job.

Paul Webb reported that he met with Tim Pierce down at the warehouse the other day.  There is a bunch of stuff down there.  At the very least it needs to be broke down into kit form.  He has asked Tim to make a recommendation with the Class A equipment as far as whether to disperse it or keep it at the warehouse.  He will also be looking the Class B and Class C equipment.  Jeff Jenson stated that Tim will need to look at the documentation of the requests for the equipment so as to have a clear paper trail of where and why the equipment is versus what and who requested it in case ODP were to audit.  Steve Bailey stated another issue is with the bigger ticketed items, the grant requires if equipment is received you are obligated to use that equipment for the entire community.  For those with specialized teams that charge for services, that conflicts with this.  This will be looked at more this fall.  For example, if you receive a vehicle from the grant and that vehicle is sent out, can you charge for the staffing of the vehicle?  

At 9:35 President Webb called for a five minute break and suspend Outside Agency Reports as the guest speaker has arrived to give his presentation.

President Webb introduced Chuck King, Deputy State Fire Marshal.  Chuck distributed a sign up sheet for a regional network e-mail list.  Also distributed was a copy of his power point presentation (copy attached) as well as “The Basic Fire Fighter Training Program” book.  In the last six months there have been huge modifications to the basic firefighter training program.  The goal is to make it affordable and accessible.  Departments can receive $3.00 per hour up to 200 hours for each firefighter.  Chuck went through the application.  The form is being revised and they can no longer accept faxed applications.  The money for this program comes from the 2% fire insurance premiums.  Last year they received 1.3 million dollars and they have been told to expect 1.8 million dollars for this year.

9. EMS
Norma Pancake reported NIMS has on-line training.  September 27 to October 4 in Aniston, Alabama there will be an exercise.  The money has not yet been released.  University Place and CPFR will pilot the program from July 1 through December.  A reminder that everyone recerts by agency month.  May 11th at 3:00 p.m. there will be a proclamation in the Council Chambers at the County City Building.

10. Fire Marshal
Wayne apologized for not having a report to distribute this month.  His secretary’s mother passed away.  The I-codes adoption will be going before committee.  The small lot ordinance went through committee just fine.  The parking ordinance was presented which allows for contracting for patrolled towing.  Thanks to everyone that worked so hard on this.

President Webb encouraged this group to stay together and meet quarterly even if there are no issues.  This will keep the communication flow open and an expert source of opinion for such issues.  Rick Bleecker asked if Wayne can send out the amendments to the I-Code.  Wayne stated he will send the documents to Denise who can them forward them to everyone via e-mail.

11. State Chiefs/Western Chiefs
Jeff Jenson reported Duane Malo’s last day is the end of this month.  Also, Lee Smukalla at District 8 has moved on and Ed Goodlet is the interim Chief.  May 11th is the next Board Meeting in Wenatchee.  The conference will be in Spoakne.

12. PS Clean Air Agency
Dic Gribbon reported that the land clearing burn ban potential is still on and a decision will be made by the end of the year.  Today they will be having a meeting.  Reconvene the stakeholders process so the stakeholders have a say on this.  If interested in participating in this process, please contact him or Amy Fowler.  In October 2004 there will be a new gas station regulation affecting fueling stations with 1,000 gallon tanks or larger.  The Snohomish County program is going very well.

13. Pierce County Fire Commissioners
No representative present.

14. EMS
Nothing at this time.

15. Training
Nothing at this time.

16. Education Committee – Speaker/Training Opportunity

Next Thursday, here, is the Chief Johnson training beginning at 8:30 and going to 4:30.  He will also be speaking at the WFCA conference.  Gary Franz made a motion that the Association cover the costs for Chief Johnson as well as funding for coffee and snacks.  Jack Andren seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.

Next months meeting is Joint with Law Enforcement.

17. Program/Speaker Committee

If anyone has any ideas for a speaker program, please contact Alan Predmore.

18. Legislative Caucus Committee
Nothing at this time.

19. Nominating Committee - Dormant
20. Banquet Committee – Awards Committee
Nothing at this time.

21. Audit Committee - Dormant

22. Fire Benefit Charge Committee

Nothing at this time.

23. Emergency Management Committee

Andy McAfee reported that Jaques is working on putting together a Wildland meeting as well as task force and strike team training.  Paul Webb stated that Dave Wakefield will be attending the next Executive Board meeting to discuss wildland mobilization.

24. Fire Marshal Task Force

Nothing at this time.

25. Unfinished Business
Nothing at this time.

26. New Business
Nothing at this time.

27. Good of the Order
The next meeting is Joint Police and Fire Chiefs.

28. Adjournment
There being no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Menge

Recording Secretary

The next meeting is a June 3, 2004 at PCFD #12 – Buckley beginning at 9:00 a.m.
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